Affairs of FRANCE: 


_ With Obfervations on Transacrions at Home, 


THuridap, December 13. 1709. 


F. HB fecond Union we want, is what 
4 have been a long time upon 3 I 


mean of Religion: I have been 


aiming at this in feveral Reviews, in my 
Application to the Gonvocation, but I have 
_ been interrupted ; 1 fhall conclude this Vo- 


lume, with fome Confiderations on that 


~ Head, and very.much Abridge what I had 


to fay, becaufe this Volume is detign’d to 
End with this Year, and the Sybjett with 
the Volume. 

~ What Pity is it, the two Houfesof Par- 
liameat can Unite, the Queen and Her 
People Unite, the two Jarring Kingdoms 
can Unite, but Religion cannot Unite! 

’Tis all long of thefe Reftlefs Faétious 
Whigs, fays Parfon 7—y, and Abufes the 
Author of this Paper, as a Malicious Per- 
fon. 
Tam perfetly Unfolicitous about what 
thefe Gentlemen call me; but in order to 
bring what J had thought tov bave made 4 


Jong Work of, intoa thart. Compafss J shall 
tell Mr., 7—9 and his Brethren, that no 
Men are more forward to obtain this Usion, 
and beth to Propagate and Eacreafe it, chan 
the“Diffemters 3 and I fhall give fach an 
Inftance, of the Charityand Moderation 
of the Diffemters, with Refpeét to che 
Church in the next Review, as no Chnrch 
of England-Man can:ever match $ xo mot 
in TOLERATION is felf were that, as fome 
People would bave it be cati’'d, 2 meer A& 
of the Churches. Beunty and Goodnef to 
the Diffenters, without either Debt, Ca- 
pitulation, or Condition, which I deny. 
The Difenters, are, at leaft it my Ac- 
count, of four Sorts, for I do not Reckon 
the Various Subdivifions of Opinions are 
among them, which if I did, 1 mightlook 
for as many Diffemters in the Church, as out 
of it; but i call the Diffenters, thofe four 
Sorts of differing People called Presbyterie 
ans, Independents, Baptifts, and Quakers iu 
6E 


eal thefe all Proteftants, and Chriftian Bif- 
fenters:, for 1 am not fo narrow in my Cha- 
rity, what ever fome People may fuggeft, 
as not to think the Quskers Chriftians, and 
many of them better Chriftians too, than 
‘thofe that pretend te coudemn them 3 and 
I take this Opportunity to do iny felf that 
Juftice, and them too, as to tell the World, 
That a certain 1 which, 1 am infor- 
med;~ paft a Refleétion upon the Chriftia- 
nity of the Quakers, and is called mine; 
was fo far from being mine, that I never 
either faw it, Read it, or had any Concern 
in the Writing, or Compofing it; do no 
way Approve it, and upon that very occa- 
fioa Supprefs’d it. 

I am not to debate the Fundamentals of 
any Chriftiansy that ‘profefs to believe in 


JESUS, efpecially not in thefe Papers; ‘tis. 


the only Specifick to Antichriftianifm, and 
the Scripture is pofitive, that whofoever 
without Diftinttion believes in bim, fhall be 
fav'de Mark, 16. 16. And as I never met 
witha Quaker, whodid not Profefs to be- 
tieve in-Chrift 3 -Godforbid, } fhould Pro- 
nounce them Unchrifian. 

The Proteftant Difenters therefore, 1 
Efteem of four Sorts, as above ; of thefe,1 
verily believe I fpeak within Compafs, 
one: half would: come into: the Church’ of 
England., and Encorporate -with’’ her’; 
would the .Convocation of the Clergy, 
now Affembled, fo far coufidér the Wounds 
of the Church, and the eafinefs of Healing 
them, as to fubmitc buc their Indifferent 
things toa New Regulation; ‘would they 
but begin a Conference for’ Abatemént, 
andfach.an Abatement only, as they could 
snot: have the Heart -to' ay,  fhould either 
‘Eadanger, of Corrapt the Church. 

And will? you refule<to concede, in Ca. 
feg allow’d to be. indifferent? Will you in- 
fift on Trifles, and things you-.own may 
be parted. with ? Ag whofe Door then fhall 
we. place the. wane’ of this Biefled Union, 
that might follow in‘this Nation:? 
xeT have Examin’d the Necéffix}, of in- 
fifting upon things indifferent, and 1 think 
ke appeass very fmall; is there hot 4 Ne- 
celity of Union? is there not a Neceflity 
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of General Charity, both in the Church 
as wellasevery where elfe ? ae 
’ Now wehave the Declaration, and O- 
pinion of the Houfe of Lords; that the 
Church is ina moft Safe and Flourifhing 
Condition ; and they are fairly Branded 
that Suggeft or Infiauate, that the Churct 
is in any Danger-— Why then, Gen- 
tlemen of the Church, Why. not receive 
your Diffenting Brethren in among you ? _ 

I fball be very fhort in Explaining, 
what I mean by this Taking Us in;the Rights, 
Ceremonies, and indifferent things, which 
put eogether were Originally, are ftill 
one of the Great Bars, that firm’d. the 
Doors of the Church of England, againft 
her Proteftane Ditlenters 5 and thefe are 
the Great Things I am upon I leave the 
Doftrinal Difputes, which I think are but 
few, and are infifted upon but by few 
compar’d tothe whole, to thofe that do ife 
fift upon them to debate. 

Tam not going to difpute upen any of 
them here, neither do I pretend to be 
Qualifi'd for the Work But I fall 
reduce the Matter to afew Great Quetti- 
ONS. r 

Q I. Isit not poffible for the Church 
of England, inCharity to make fuch As 
‘batementts, fuch Conceffions, and fuich fteps, 
i¢ Matters of: Difcipline’ and: Forms of 
Worlhip, as that being met with a-Pro- 
portion of- ‘Charity from the’ Diffemters, 
would “bring a Great Multitude of thest 
into the Church ; and Unite them toge 
ther ; and thisnot only, without any Dane 
gerte the Church; but on the contraryy 
with’ an-Encreafe of her Numbers, and 
confequently of- her Strength and Se 

curity? j 

2. If this tan be done with Safety, and 
to the Advantage of the Church; whe- 
ther it is not-the “‘indifpenfible Duty of 
the Church of England to Attempt it? 

_3s Whether -this would -rot, if Clofed 
with ‘by the Diffemters; at once’ remove 
altthe Jealoultes- of the’ Church, and 
take away all the Pretence for an Occafio- 
wal Bill? ~ ; 

To Obviate fuch Objedtions as 1 meet 
with 


¢ 
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atid tafte of the Party 
tome, and for the reft when leifure will 
| permit. 
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 ** would facri 


filth tn the way of thisPropotal,’tisneceffary 
to, begin with foe which ‘are form’d ‘by, 
frojn whence. the 


© tes The Diffenters have been frequently 


“Gifered an Abatement of ‘Ceremonies, and 
hothiog Yeti flan. afl will them’; tho 


And if ‘parting with our Ceremonies 
fays the: Memorial, would eiiseeie 2 Di = 
ters: = with jhe Charch,’ we 
ce them to their Scruples, 

Memor. P... 


’ Thefe things are fo horrid, and fuch an 


TS 


“ 
“ 
‘ 


_ Affront upun all the Difemters in England, 


Py 
: 


a 


Who would ftrive in Charity to outdo their 


Concefivns, that I was npg oc like Cafe 


forc’d to appeal’ to. Dr, Fane. 


locutpr of 


“the Convocation, who gave. the Propofala 


General Rebuff, tho’.it cdme. from the 
King himfeif, in that fhort but pofitive 
Refolal, Nolumus.Leges Anglia ‘mutare. 

I therefore in Anfwer to this wicked Af 
fertion, do-affirm, 1. The Difenters have 
tad no Offers or Conceffions made to'them 
towards aUnion.,2, Tthey. had any foch 
Offer tinéerely made, and fairly propofed, 
many thou{and Families would come ins the 


Church would appear with-a true Chrifti- - 


‘an Face, and thofe that.refuled, would-fo 
far be- left. without: excufe, that’ they 
Would. have no room: to complain-of their 
want of Charity. 
It. may be id, “cis begging -the, Quefti- 
on tofay they would come in, and J can- 
noe be fure of it ; it may be rejeG&ed, and 
be cafting Pearl before Swine, and the 
Church-be expofed by it. ; 
1 anfwer, it cannot ‘be call’d begging the 
Queftion, becaufe part of it istd be prpw’d. 
3. I fuppofe it will be granted all thofe that 
occafionally can conform now, would then 
totally conform; .the Obftacle, being lefs 
to them than to others, already will 
be quite remoy'd, and they. cannot ftand 
out. 
2. Tis not quite begging the Queftion, 
beeanfe { believe within the fhorc Circum- 
ference of my little Acquaintance, I know 
athoufand Difenters that would upon very 
eafy Terms comply, and J.think I {peak 
within Compats.. 


made to the ‘Dj ahd: they fefith 
Y to coniply with er tainhan 
Offers, Where we: 
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a that Offers are: 


Neve lét it be! 
shai oA a fai 


all:. Det us ee thefe 


that are fhut out for Trifles, and things. 
acknowledg’d indifferent’ = = 
~ Whereforé from henceforth - never ‘let 
them fay that the Difemters, are obftinate 5 . 
that they ‘will hearken to nothing’; ‘chat 
they will- not comply’ ted lefs than ‘alt 5. 
when they. have’ been offeréd; ‘tis'time to 
Charge them ; till they have an Offer, ”cis 
barbarous and ae Seybhicctt oR 

_ 2. Another ObjeGtion is®* Topping’ 
indeed; and that is this, You wot 
us Jet down a. Fence of the Church, to-let. 
the Bears and’ Wolves of thre Forefti in 3: 
this a Plot ‘to pull down the Chutch ?- For. 


dis plaia,. whea thefé Diffewters are got in, 
of the reft; fo 

“Nor rt tls ObjeCtion <fer chests, 
Ginte sits f iy owt Heid I tana : 


they will be but Low Churchmen, and they. 
are be tad Spent fe the Church, as-any 
of ther that this is'the way'to ruin 
the Church. 

AOT 
peal to twenty one, out of whole Mouths 
at fundry times {have receiv’d this ‘Anlwer 


to this Unitisig Prépofal; ‘and, { think, Ge-- 
petal Convetfation will'confitm it for me: 
a belie ae crite ? Are-the a. 
monies of ‘the Churclrits Fence againft'the- 
Inyadérs of its Pdétrine’?*<t Bc ‘the 
‘Church ‘has'a better Guard that thats ‘and 
therefore if an Abatement were made, the 
‘Ciiutch would be'‘as well defended, and as 
fafe as now, aad id my Opirion- nich bee 
ter by the Addition of Telievé dear a‘ Mil- 
lion Of Souls’ to'hér Comtmanténa—As' td 
thofe that] think "Men no Converts to,them, 
tint¢(s like ‘themilelves-they tur Madmen, 
and think Moderate Churchmen Phanasicks, 
thave dose’ with them, ‘they are.out of 
Doors; 


Doors sows there were fuck People a while 


ago, but they ase all gones the Houle of 


Lords have cram’d a Voteor two down their 
Throats, has choak’d the whole Party; they 
are like their Caufe, quite fick ; all their 
Friends begin to abandon them; they aban- 
don one auotker ; they fneak off trom their 
Principles, and their Pretentions die with 
their Party. 

3. Buc the ftrongeft Objection, at leaft 
feemingly fv, is yet behind: You talk 
of Great Numbers coming over; Pray 
who are they ? Perhaps fome Preshytertans' 
may come ins but half your Independewss, 
none of your Avabaptifts nor Quakers will 
talk with you upon this Head. 

Well, Gentlemen, if all the Presbyterians, 
and but half the Jsdependents would come in, 
yet fome things would follow as would make 
it worth your while to make the Offer. 

1+ The Church would receive a vaft Ad- 
dition of Strength and Intereft, in the re- 
ceiving into her Communion fuch a Number 
of People, 

2. The Cry of Danger would die of it 
felf; for you would be afham’d to talk of 
Affociations, reftlefs Phanaticks, rebellious 
Hydra, and fuch Oxford Rethorick; you 
would be afham’d to fay you were afraid 
of the Remnant of the Jndependents; the 
Buptifts are not numerous to fight you, 
and the peaceable Nonrefifting Quakers 
fure can be no Eye-fore to you 3 fo that, 

3. The Pretence for Occafional-Bills will 
die of it felf; perhaps this is one Reafon why 
fome People are againft it. 

4. This will take off all political Preten- 
ces for Perfecution; for they cannot think 
#t reafonable to fay they are to keep firi@ 
hand over the few that will remain. 

What Objeftions may remain at parti- 
culars, Ido not examine ; 1 have by this I 
think made it plaia, 

1. That the Church has never made any 
Offer of this fort co the Difenters, 

2. That they might with fafety to them- 
felves doit, and to their great Advantage. 
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4 That if they did do it, it would be 
accepted by great Numbers of Diffesne 
I would be glad to hear four equally 
Reafons to prove'they ought not to 
but that the Breach is neceflary toremain. — 


re — is détir’d os 2 the 
owing Error in our la . 
Tepe 
te 


» 


do it; 


1. 1,2, 3- for Zbad much rather, 

Shew them how thefe things can be 
Pals pitts pera: 4 Unicn with Bngland, 
Te much rather, I confefs, fhew them 
how thefe things can be Paes fs pals with, 
than without a Union with England. q 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
WHereas a Book, intitled, The urt 


-' 


pected, defire further time = the middle of 
‘unuvary next, when the whole fhall be com- 


Books Sold by 7. Wale at the Angel in 
St. Pawi’s Church-yard, 
Hermunni Paradifus Batavus, few Defcriptio ra= 
* rievum Plantaram, cum fig. 4to. C. Comelini 
preludia Botanica, ad publicas Plantarum exoticae 
rum demonftrationcs dita in borto mcdicd ato. 
Blandcardi Lexicon medicum novem in 8vo, Schro- 
deri eqs oe) Baghyi praxis medica. Rammay= 
xinme de morbis artificum, diatribe, Pechlinus de 
purgantium Medicamentorum facultatibus exerci 
tatio nova, Cranens Occonemia Animalis, Syden« 
bami praxis Medica. Zypet fundamenta Medicina, 
Guiliclminus de Sanguine, 
A Continuation of the Comical Hiftory of 
the moft Ingenious Knight, Don Quixote 
dela Mancha. By the Licentiate Alonzo Fernan- 
dex de Avellaneda, Being a Third Volume ¢ 
Never before Printed in Englifh. Ilnftrated 
with feveral curious Copper Cuts. Tranfla- 
ted by Captain Fobn Stevens, London Printed- 
or Fefferey Wale at the Angel in St. Pawl’s 
Church-yard 
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